Lawrence J. Kreczmer
October 16, 1942 - March 16, 2019

The world has lost a giant.
Lawrence Kreczmer (Larry) was not a captain of industry – a Vanderbilt or a Rockefeller.
In fact if you were to ask him about his success, he would say “I just worked hard and
succeeded beyond my wildest dreams.”
What Larry Kreczmer was – what he meant to so many people – was something greater.
Larry cared for people. He sacrificed for people. Over the span of his life, he took care of
thousands of people. He helped numerous employees and friends get through countless
personal tragedies; he helped hosts of customers weather bad financial times. His caring,
his sacrifice, were inherent to his being. He was, in essence, a first responder to the
human condition.
Larry was born October 16, 1942, the son of Sophie (Gorski) and Joseph Kreczmer; and
grew up in a hard-working Roseland household with siblings Patricia (Kreczmer) Odden
and David Kreczmer where everyone contributed to the family’s corner grocery and Polish
Deli. He graduated from Fenger High School in 1960 and started work at Simoniz while
waiting to attend the University of Illinois. At Simoniz he met Mary (Rago) Kreczmer who
was the younger sister of his Fenger classmate and good friend Bella (Rago) Zielinski.
Larry quit the University of Illinois and architecture a year later and wed his dream girl on
October 26, 1963. Larry and Mary were to celebrate their 56th wedding anniversary in
2019.
Larry lived sacrifice on a level not understood or practiced today. Newly married with no
higher education, Larry worked days and studied accounting at night in order to qualify for
a job with Corn Products. Hard work led him to a position with Argo State Bank; where
Larry would rise to eventually become President. After the acquisition of Argo by Harris
Bank and Bank of Montreal, Larry was promoted to Regional President, managing over
twenty offices and over one-billion dollars in assets throughout the southwest suburbs.

Throughout his banking career, Larry was an active volunteer and supporter of numerous
causes. He was President of the United Way of Des Plaines Valley for five years and
served on their board for twenty years.
To say that he was a hard worker would be an understatement. Lawrence Kreczmer gave
every task his best effort.
Larry retired from Harris Bank in 1998, the same year he was diagnosed with stage 4
Lymphoblastic Lymphoma. Despite a zero percent five-year survival rate, Larry survived
nearly 21 additional years.
In 2001, Larry signed on to be one of the founders of American Eagle Bank. From 2001
until 2003 he came out of retirement to serve as the Bank’s COO and Cashier. He reretired in 2003 but remained on the board of directors of the Bank until the present day.
Larry is survived by his beloved wife, Mary Kreczmer; his siblings David and Patricia; his
children Barry Kreczmer and Renee Kreczmer; and his grandchildren Matthew Kreczmer,
Katherine Kreczmer, Marisa Kreczmer, and Keira Kreczmer.
Larry was a worker. He was a giver. It is without doubt that as he now finally meets our
Lord, he will be told;
You saw I was hungry and fed me;
You saw I was sick and lonely, and you visited me; and
You saw I was in need of comfort, and you comforted me.
Welcome home my child, well done.
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Anderson Memorial Home Inc. & Heartland Cremation Services
21131 W. Renwick Rd., Crest Hill, IL, US, 60403

Comments

“

Renee Kay lit a candle in memory of Lawrence J. Kreczmer

Renee Kay - April 06 at 09:20 PM

“

Renee Kay lit a candle in memory of Lawrence J. Kreczmer

Renee Kay - April 06 at 09:20 PM

“

Renee Kay lit a candle in memory of Lawrence J. Kreczmer

Renee Kay - April 06 at 09:19 PM

“

Renee Kay lit a candle in memory of Lawrence J. Kreczmer

Renee Kay - April 06 at 09:19 PM

“

Kim Schroeder lit a candle in memory of Lawrence J. Kreczmer

Kim Schroeder - April 06 at 09:14 PM

“

Renee Kay lit a candle in memory of Lawrence J. Kreczmer

Renee Kay - April 02 at 02:22 AM

“

Who now, Daddy?
I have no one to go to Cold Stone with, stay up late with me while you cross-stitch.
No one to go to history lectures nor to visit historic sites
No one to do silly crafts with me like making hula hoops
No one to buy disgusting candy for for Easter
Peeps, circus peanuts, red hots. Yuck!
I’ll miss how much you loved Elvis, Blondie, Cyndi Lauper, and Lady Antebellum
I’ll miss the challenge of buying you gifts that you wouldn’t send back
I’ll miss how silly you were and your bad rhymes
I’ll miss how baking made you so proud
So many things, Daddy.
I’ll never be the same without you in my life

Renee Kay - April 02 at 02:21 AM

“

Wonderful memories to keep. Love you Ren. Eric
Eric Odden - April 04 at 10:25 PM

“
“
“
“

Love you too.
Renee - April 05 at 01:23 AM

I forgot to write a line about the snack stations hidden all over the house.
Renee - April 06 at 12:14 AM

Absolutely beautiful....... and now I'm crying...again. He was the best of the best!!!!
Kim Schroeder - April 06 at 09:15 PM

Miss you so very much my little brother and partner in crime when we were young. So
happy that you are now able to plant flowers, fish, play golf, bake, and have fun with all
your antics without hurt and pain. Missing you, missing you, missing you!!!!!! Please keep
your loving, watchful arms around us until we meet again!! My heart is ever heavy!!! Love
you Pat (Sis)
Pat Odden (Sister) - April 07 at 01:02 PM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Anderson Memorial Chapel - March 30 at 08:55 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Lawrence J. Kreczmer.

March 29 at 05:49 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Lawrence J. Kreczmer.

March 27 at 08:04 PM

“

71 files added to the album LifeTributes

Anderson Memorial Chapel - March 26 at 01:30 PM

